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Albert Doumar 


Albert Doumar, owner of Doumar's, handmakes ice cream cones on the World's First Cone Machine at his restaurant on Feb. 4, 
2008. John H. Sheally I!) 


NORFOLK 
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barbecue sandwiches and paper trays of fries through the tiny window of the drive-in restaurant to waitresses, as 


they always have. And cars lined up for curb service from carhops in white tennies and soda-jerk caps, as they 
have for decades. 


But Albert George Doumar wasn't at the Norfolk restaurant making ice cream cones, as he has for years. 


Doumar, as much an institution as his family's 110-year-old business, died Wednesday at 92 after two years with 
bladder cancer. 
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George Doumar, one of Albert's sons, said his dad had been sick over the weekend but was still trying to get back 
to work. 


"He really felt that he was running Doumar's for the customers and the community,” the son said. 


Doumar's Cones & Barbecue started with Albert's uncle, Abe Doumar, who is credited with inventing the waffle ice 
cream cone at the 1904 World's Fair in St. Louis. The very machine he invented and used to make cones at Coney 
Island, N.Y., stands today at the entrance of the restaurant on Monticello Avenue. 


That's where customers could find Albert Doumar each morning - pouring batter into sizzling waffle irons and 
rolling cones onto wedge-shaped sticks. 
On Monday, the day of the funeral, things will be different, because Doumar's will be closed. 


"His wishes were that we would close on the day of the funeral," said Tad Doumar, who now runs the restaurant. 
"Dad was big on his obligation to the community." 


Albert Doumar graduated from Maury High School in 1940. He earned a bachelor's degree from the College of 
William & Mary in 1943 then graduated from Columbia University's officer candidate school and joined the Navy 
the same year. He participated in the invasion of Europe during World War II and served in the Philippines and 
China before leaving the Navy in 1946. 


It was then that he returned home to manage Doumar's with his brother, Victor, who died in 1986. Albert Doumar 
worked at the drive-in for 68 years, until last fall, but he frequently visited after that. 
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Angela Gagne, a Doumar's waitress for seven of the past 10 years, on Wednesday teared up remembering the man 


who was like a grandfather to her - kind and caring, with a touch of moxie. 


"He always had the sharpest mind," she said, giggling at the memory of the time he grabbed a bar of soap and 


marched out to the parking lot and wrote "no parking" on the door of a sloppily parked Mercedes that was 


blocking the entrance. And he always kissed Gracie, his wife of 53 years, goodbye whenever she left the restaurant. 


"It's the end of an era," said longtime Norfolk resident Vivian May, a Doumar's regular since the early 1970s. She, 


too, teared up when she learned of Doumar's death while she waited at the register. 
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Norwood Thomas, D-Day veteran who captured 
hearts worldwide after reuniting with wartime 
sweetheart, dies at 98 


FEB 4, 2021 


‘Everybody was her child.’ Norfolk's longest- 
serving educator dies at 77 after 54-year tenure 


JAN 25, 2021 


Owner of Jungle Golf in Virginia Beach dies 
after battle with COVID-19 
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Dorothy Schmidt Cole, oldest living Marine, dies 
at 107 in North Carolina 


JAN 15, 2021 
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Katie Maricle moved to Hampton nine months ago 
for her job with the Air Force. Since watching the 
Doumar's episode on the Food Network's "Diners, 
Drive-Ins and Dives," she's visited countless times 
and brought her mother in on Wednesday to "pay 
our respects." 


Doumar worked to promote and preserve his 
family's history, resulting in features in Southern 
Living magazine, on the Travel Channel and a 
prestigious James Beard Foundation Award for its 


place as an American classic. 


"I'm going to miss seeing him with his walker," 
Maricle said. "My friends and I would get star- 
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Beloved, longtime Virginia Beach physical struck whenever we saw him.... I think Doumar's 
education assistant dies from COVID-19 


complications 
JAN 2, 2021 today." 


will always be magical, but it got a little less magical 


But in a way, Albert Doumar will always be at the drive-in. Just to the right of his cherished ice cream cone 
machine hangs a table-size, black-and-white photograph of Doumar as so many remember him - pressed shirt, 
suspenders, plaid bow tie, breast pocket full of soda straws and a great big grin. 


Lorraine Eaton, 757-446-2697, lorraine.eaton@pilotonline.com 
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Scientists have cloned a ferret. It’s a first for a US endangered species. 
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Virginia lawmakers ban release of non-biodegradable balloons 
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Couple arrested in connection with the death of an infant in Portsmouth 
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